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4 14 per cent dncrease of wuges to the miners fo gompénsate them
for the ineresse iu the cost of living. The strike of l‘l wteel work-
ers was for the purpuse of compelling the United States Steel eor-
poralion to pay them a wage commensurate with the increased eost
of living. The threatened tie-up of the railroads by the members
&1 the four brotherboods ol railway employes was justified on the
ground that their standard of living could not be maintsined under
existing prices ubless their wages were correspoudingly inereased.
Manufacturers, mine opersiors, wholesale and retail dealers, and
everybody who has anythiig to sell, bave increased their prices,
not oaly to cover the higher cost of labor and materials they have
to h“"‘ but on & pertentage basis so that the
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salaried men, of those who ke up what is known as the *‘unorgan.
ized labor" und of the others who have no means at their command
for raising their incomes, but who must depend upon the justice
of their employers for any inerease in dompensation that may come
to them. These people who form by far the greater portion of our
vitizenry, are completely s! the mergy of the others who are so
situated that they are able to wring from the ppblic a sufficient
inerease in their incomes to offset any rise the price of living may
take, U'pon the public falls the entire burden of that increased cost.
To remedy that condition of affairs angd compel all classes to sssume
equally the burdens of national reconstruction will be one of the
duties awaiting the republican party, when it takes over comtrol
of the exceulive department of the goyernment in March, 1031,
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